FROM CAPITOL HILL TO CONSUMER, AND BACK AGAIN – One Man’s Journey
Kent Keyser, Chief of Staff, Congressman Nick Rahall, & Janet Fiore, CEO, The Sierra Group.
We at The Sierra Group are committed to driving up employment for people with disabilities including veterans.  In our Candidate Sourcing, Workforce Strategy and Vocational Rehabilitation divisions we have the privilege of serving businesses, agencies and consumers on a daily basis.

Never has that privilege touched me more than when I had the opportunity to assist Kent Keyser in his journey back to work.  All of us at The Sierra Group fully support Kent’s desire to engage in research that can help him continue working full time, while helping others in the future to be more able to do the same.  Please read the below letter written by a group of Kent’s friends.  We hope that Kent’s story will inspire you to share and support the benefits of extensive and ongoing physical therapy as part of the vocational rehabilitation process.    Janet Fiore.                                                       

KENT’S STORY – from the viewpoint of some friends
Our friend, Kent Keyser, long has been fond of quoting Frank Sinatra: “A friend in need – is a pest.”  But sometimes, a friend in need is just a friend in need.   Today, that friend is Kent.  
As you know, in May 2007, Kent suffered a freak accident at home that left him paralyzed.  The first time we saw him after his fall, at the rehabilitation hospital in Washington, DC, he was unable to move any part of his body. The hospital staff feared the worst possible prognosis.  But Kent has worked and struggled ceaselessly since – with a tenacity neither of us ever have witnessed from anyone in our lives – through hours of daily, excruciating physical therapy; his tireless efforts have yielded nearly-miraculous results.  Kent has returned to work full-time with Congressman Nick Rahall, and he now can climb stairs and walk the hallways of the Rayburn House Office building – albeit slowly, painfully, and only with assistance.  
However, Kent’s strength and his vigor continue to return slowly, and with Herculean effort.  His daily physical therapy is the key to this success.   NOW, he desires to see research and support that would allow his progress to be studied and used as a model of vocational success.  He has accomplished too much – he has worked too hard – for his recovery not to be repeated for others, including service disabled veterans.  

We have witnessed first-hand the inspiration Kent has been to others facing life altering or life threatening injury and disease.  By sharing Kent’s story, and supporting his quest for a research project, we are also helping countless others, in turn, who will choose to fight on because of Kent Keyser’s example.  Thank you for your interest.  
For more information contact Janet Fiore – 800.973.7687

 “Together, we can drive up employment for people with disabilities, including veterans”

